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Louvigny, directed him to retain within his command ouly

~—— French enough to guard the posts, and to send all the rest

Proposi-
tions of
peace from
an Oneida
chief.

down with the convoy. D’Argenteuil made the trip safe-
ly ; but de la Valtrie, on his way back, was attacked near
Montreal Island, by an Iroquois party, who defeated him,
killing him, and three other Frenchmen ; an Iroquois of
the Mountain was taken, all the rest escaped.’

Amid these hostilities, appeared some gleams of peace
On the 10th of June, Tareha, an Oneida chief, arrived at
Montreal, with St. Amour, a resident of that town, who
had been four years a prisoner among the Iroquois. He
proposed to the Chevalier de Calli¢res, to exchange this
man for a nephew of his, and presented him a letter from
Father Milet, who had been all this time a prisoner at
Oneida. This religious stated, that Tareha was very well
disposed, and that credit could be given to all he said.

The Chevalier de Calliéres at once dispatched him to
Quebec, where the Governor General cheerfully consented
to exchange his nephew for St. Amour. Emboldened by
this welcome, Tareha presented to the Count de Frontenac
belts on behalf of the chief cabins or families of Oneida,
and especially of his own, in which he said Father Milet
had been adopted. Lastly, to convince the General com-
pletely of the uprightness of his conduct, he warned him
to be on his guard, especially at harvest time.

He nevertheless assured him that the cantons were not
far from peace, that the families® which deputed him, had
long, earnestly desired it; that they had deferred asking
peace only from fear of appearing before their justly in-
censed Father ; that he had at last risked his own safety
for the general good, hoping that his frankness would be
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